130	part IV. The Executive
In the exercise of some of the powers of the Crown the Sovereign
may be called upon to exercise a personal discretion;1 others are
exercised by the Sovereign on the sole responsibility of Ministers;
in the exercise of others the Sovereign plays no part, for the majority
of statutory powers are conferred upon Ministers as such and are
exercised by them in their official capacity, though they are none
the less exercised on behalf of the Crown. There is only a formal
difference between a power conferred upon the Queen in Council
which is exercised on the advice of the responsible Minister con-
cerned and a power conferred directly upon that responsible Minister,
The Queen, the Queen in Council2 and the several Ministers of State
are legal titles. It is only comparatively recently that the terms,
Government and Prime Minister, have appeared in statutes,3 and
then only in a context which assumes their meaning to be known.
The terms, Executive,4 Cabinet, Ministry and Administration are
extra-legal. The Cabinet5 is the body of principal Ministers with
whom rests the real direction of policy. We speak of the Ministry
or the Administration of a particular Prime Minister with reference
to the full body of political office holders who from time to time hold
the reins of government, i,e. the Ministers of the Crown and their
Parliamentary Secretaries.
A.
The Sovereign.
Title to	Title to the Crown is derived from the Act of Settlement, 1701:
the Crown. «The Crown . . . shall remain and continue to the said most ex-
cellent Princess Sophia" (the Electress of Hanover, granddaughter of
James I.) "and the heirs of her body being Protestant,** The title to
the Crown follows the hereditary principle, but the Queen in Parlia-
ment may alter the succession, The limitation to the heirs of the body
means that the Crown descends, with certain exceptions, as did real
property under the law of inheritance in force before 1926, This
branch of property law recognised (inter alia) the right of primogeni-
ture and preference for males over females. There are disqualified
from the succession to the Throne Roman Catholics and those who
marry Roman Catholics, and the Sovereign must join in communion
with the Church of England. On the death of King George V, he
was succeeded by his eldest son, the Prince of Wales and heir
1 P. 63, ante.
*	P. 136, post.
8 E.g. Statute of Westminster, 1931 (Government); Ministers of the Crown
Act, 1937 (Prime Minister).
*	P. IS, ante.
5 Chap. 3, post.

